
    


      
    
	
						
																										
  
    
      
        
            
  ASU Global menu

  

                                          Skip to Content
                                    Report an accessibility problem
                                    ASU Home
                                    My ASU
                                    Colleges and Schools
                                    
        
                  Sign In
                
            

    
      
      Search ASU
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

      

    

  



																							
  
    
      
          

  
    [image: Arizona State University]
    [image: Arizona State University]
  

  
    
    
      
      
    
  

  

          
        ASU Library
        KEEP
      

    
    
      

                                          
        Main navigation

        

                          
                                                                                              Browse Collections
                                                                                                            Share Your Work
                                                            
                                                      
            About
            
            
          
                                            
                            
                                                                                                              Copyright
                                                                                                            Describe Your Materials
                                                                                                            File Formats
                                                                                                            Open Access
                                                                                                            Repository Practices
                                                                                                            Share Your Materials
                                                                                                            Terms of Deposit
                                                                                                            API Documentation
                              
              
             

                                

            


        
            
  
    
    
        
      

  



          
          keyword
                    

                      








    

  
  




      
      

      
        
          
          Search ASU
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
        

        
                                            Skip to Content
                                    Report an accessibility problem
                                    ASU Home
                                    My ASU
                                    Colleges and Schools
                                    
        
                  Sign In
                
            

        

      

    

  



      

    

  



																									
							
					
						      



					
				

									
				

									
						      
  
    
      
      

  
    	
          KEEP
        
	
          Theses and Dissertations
        
	
          ASU Electronic Theses and Dissertations
        
	
          Making learning authentic: an educational case study describing student engagement and motivation in a project-based learning environment
        


  

    

  



													
								
									  
    
  
    
      
      Making learning authentic: an educational case study describing student engagement and motivation in a project-based learning environment



    

  


  

								
							

												
							
								
									
									      
  
    
      
      



  
    
        
      
  
    
      
                  
  
    

  
  

      
        
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: 154433-Thumbnail Image.png]

  





  


  
  

  
  

  
  




              

      
        



	Description

											      This educational case study looked at student engagement and motivation in a collaborative environment, one that provided students the freedom to be critical thinkers and problem solvers. In order to create this collaborative environment, students in a third-grade elementary classroom…

      This educational case study looked at student engagement and motivation in a collaborative environment, one that provided students the freedom to be critical thinkers and problem solvers. In order to create this collaborative environment, students in a third-grade elementary classroom participated in a Project-Based Learning unit. The unit culminated in hands-on projects. Sociocultural theory and Self Determination theory were used to guide the development of the innovation and the formulation of the research design. The qualitative data collection tools that were used in this study consisted of observations through video and audio recordings, researcher's field notes, student interviews, and artifacts. The artifacts gathered consisted of student journal entries reflecting on their experiences within the innovation and their learning process throughout. Data were collected, transcribed, and analyzed using multiple rounds of both deductive and inductive coding. This research suggests that a Project-Based Learning environment positively impacts student participation both within a single lesson and throughout the unit by increasing students’ background and competence. Additionally, within a Project-Based Learning environment, students co-construct new meaning through goal-oriented group work designed by the teacher. The teacher also supports student thinking through clarifying and questioning statements designed to support students’ learning and development of ideas. Finally, this educational case study suggests that students demonstrate an increase in intrinsic motivation over time as demonstrated by an eagerness to apply their new learning beyond the Project-Based Learning lessons.  Students applied the learning within their classroom, school, and even their homes.
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