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	Description

											      Participatory approaches to policy-making and research are thought to “open up” technical decision-making to broader considerations, empower diverse public audiences, and inform policies that address pluralistic public goods. Many studies of participatory efforts focus on specific features or outcomes of…

      Participatory approaches to policy-making and research are thought to “open up” technical decision-making to broader considerations, empower diverse public audiences, and inform policies that address pluralistic public goods. Many studies of participatory efforts focus on specific features or outcomes of those efforts, such as the format of a participatory event or the opinions of participants. While valuable, such research has not resolved conceptual problems and critiques of participatory efforts regarding, for example, their reinforcement of expert perspectives or their inability to impact policy- and decision-making. I studied two participatory efforts using survey data collected from participants, interviews with policy makers and experts associated with each project, and an analysis of project notes, meeting minutes, and my own personal reflections about each project. Both projects were based one type of participatory effort called Participatory Technology Assessment (pTA). I examined how project goals, materials, and the values, past experiences, and judgments of practitioners influenced decisions that shaped two participatory efforts to better understand how practitioners approached the challenges associated with participatory efforts.

	I found four major themes that influenced decisions about these projects: Promoting learning; building capacity to host pTA events; fostering good deliberation; and policy relevance. Project organizers engaged in iterative discussions to negotiate how learning goals related to dominant ideas from policy and expert communities and frequently reflected on the impact of participatory efforts on participants and on broader socio-political systems. Practitioners chose to emphasize criteria for deliberation that were flexible and encompassing. They relied heavily on internal discussions about materials and format, and on feedback collected from participants, policy makers, and other stakeholders, to shape both projects, though some decisions resulted in unexpected and undesirable outcomes for participant discussions and policy relevance. Past experience played a heavy role in many decisions about participatory format and concerns about deliberative or participatory theory were only nominally present. My emphasis on understanding the practice of participatory efforts offers a way to reframe research on participatory efforts away from studying ‘moments’ of participation to studying the larger role participatory efforts play in socio-political systems.

      
        (more)      
			




        
          
            
  
    Copyright Statement

              		

	
	    		

		          [image: In Copyright]
    	







                      

          

        

                  
  
    
      
      	Downloads

	pdf (48.7 MB)

    

  



                
        
          






        

      

    

    
      Details

        
  
    Title

          	Practicing democracy: improving participatory technology assessment for sustainability challenges


      



                    
          Contributors

          
      	Weller, Nicholas, Ph.D (Author)
	Childers, Daniel L. (Thesis advisor)
	Bennett, Ira (Committee member)
	Coseo, Paul (Committee member)
	Klinsky, Sonja (Committee member)
	Arizona State University (Publisher)


  

        

            
  
    
      Date Created
      
        
          i
        
        
          The date the item was original created (prior to any relationship with the ASU Digital Repositories.)
        

      

    

          
              2019

              

      



                    
          Subjects

          
      	Sustainability
	Participatory Technology Assessment
	Green technology
	Technology assessment--Citizen participation.
	Technology assessment


  

          
          
          
          
          
        

                  
  
    Resource Type

              	Text






      
  
    
        Collections this item is in
  ASU Electronic Theses and Dissertations


  

                                
  
    Note

          	  
          
            Partial requirement for: Ph.D., Arizona State University, 2019

      
  
    Note type

              thesis

          


      


	  
          
            Includes bibliographical references (pages 221-226)

      
  
    Note type

              bibliography

          


      


	  
          
            Field of study: Sustainability

      
      




      




            

      
        
          
            View full metadata
          
        

      

    

          
        Citation and reuse

        
        
Statement of Responsibility

  
    by Nicholas Weller
  


      

        
      Machine-readable links

      	OAI Dublin Core
	MODS XML


    




    

  



								
							
															
								
									
																			Quick actions
																		

									
								

								
									
										      
  
    
      
      
    

  


  
      About this item

    
      
      Overview Copy permalink

    

  


  
      Explore this item

    
      
      Explore Document
    

  


  
      Share this content

    
      
      

    	
        
          
        
      
	
        
          
        
      
	
        
          
        
      
	
        
          
        
      






    

  


  
    
      
      
       Feedback
      

    

  



									
								

								

																				

					

							

						
																				
							  
    
  
    
      
      
      
        

          
            [image: ASU University Technology Office Arizona State University.]
          


          
            
              
              
              
              
            
          


        

      

    

      
        
          

            
              
                
                  KEEP
                

                
                  Contact Us
                

              

            


            
              
                
                  
                    Repository Services
                      
                    
                  
                

                
                  Home
                  KEEP
                  PRISM
                  ASU Research Data Repository
                

              

            


            
              
                
                  
                    Resources
                      
                    
                  
                

                
                  Terms of Deposit
                  Sharing Materials: ASU Digital Repository Guide
                  Open Access at ASU
                

              

            


          

        

      
    

      
        
          
            The ASU Library acknowledges the twenty-three Native Nations that have inhabited this land for centuries. Arizona State University's four campuses are located in the Salt River Valley on ancestral territories of Indigenous peoples, including the Akimel O’odham (Pima) and Pee Posh (Maricopa) Indian Communities, whose care and keeping of these lands allows us to be here today. ASU Library acknowledges the sovereignty of these nations and seeks to foster an environment of success and possibility for Native American students and patrons. We are advocates for the incorporation of Indigenous knowledge systems and research methodologies within contemporary library practice. ASU Library welcomes members of the Akimel O’odham and Pee Posh, and all Native nations to the Library.
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