
    


      
    
	
						
																										
  
    
      
        
            
  ASU Global menu

  

                                          Skip to Content
                                    Report an accessibility problem
                                    ASU Home
                                    My ASU
                                    Colleges and Schools
                                    
        
                  Sign In
                
            

    
      
      Search ASU
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

      

    

  



																							
  
    
      
          

  
    
    
  

  
    
    
      
      
    
  

  

          
        ASU Library
        KEEP
      

    
    
      

                                          
        Main navigation

        

                          
                                                                                              Browse Collections
                                                                                                            Share Your Work
                                                            
                                                      
            About
            
            
          
                                            
                            
                                                                                                              Copyright
                                                                                                            Describe Your Materials
                                                                                                            File Formats
                                                                                                            Open Access
                                                                                                            Repository Practices
                                                                                                            Share Your Materials
                                                                                                            Terms of Deposit
                                                                                                            API Documentation
                              
              
             

                                

            


        
            
  
    
    
        
      

  



          
          keyword
                    

                      








    

  
  




      
      

      
        
          
          Search ASU
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
        

        
                                            Skip to Content
                                    Report an accessibility problem
                                    ASU Home
                                    My ASU
                                    Colleges and Schools
                                    
        
                  Sign In
                
            

        

      

    

  



      

    

  



																									
							
					
						      



					
				

									
				

									
						      
  
    
      
      

  
    	
          KEEP
        
	
          Theses and Dissertations
        
	
          ASU Electronic Theses and Dissertations
        
	
          Panpsychism and the combination problem
        


  

    

  



													
								
									  
    
  
    
      
      Panpsychism and the combination problem



    

  


  

								
							

												
							
								
									
									      
  
    
      
      



  
    
        
      
  
    
      
                  
  
    

  
  

      
        
                  
              
              
              
                  

  





  


  
  

  
  

  
  




              

      
        



	Description

											      Panpsychist double aspect theory, the most promising version of panpsychism, holds that the mental and the physical are mutually irreducible properties, or features, of ultimate matter, therefore they both are ontologically fundamental and ubiquitous. This version of panpsychism involves the…

      Panpsychist double aspect theory, the most promising version of panpsychism, holds that the mental and the physical are mutually irreducible properties, or features, of ultimate matter, therefore they both are ontologically fundamental and ubiquitous. This version of panpsychism involves the following two notions: anti-reductivism and anti- emergentism. The former states that mental phenomena are not recordable in terms of physics. The latter implies that mental phenomena do not causally arise only from a certain macroscale physical condition, and the mental and the physical do not constitute an ontological hierarchy. From these notions, it follows that any macroscale mental phenomenon is the result of a combination of ultimate mental properties. Yet this idea creates the combination problem: how higher level mentality, e.g., human or animal consciousness, arises from lower level mentality, the ultimate mental "particles." Panpsychist double aspect theory purports to find the proper location of mind in the world without being vulnerable to typical mind-body problems. Nevertheless, since this version of panpsychism explains the ontological structure of higher level mentality as analogous to the atomic structure of a molecular physical entity, the combination problem arises. In Chapter 1, I explain the general conception of panpsychism. Chapter 2 shows the plausibility of panpsychist double aspect theory and how the combination problem arises from this version. I discuss the history and implications of the combination problem in Chapter 3. In Chapter 4, I introduce some alternative versions of panpsychism that do not raise the combination problem, and point out their implausibility. The intelligibility of mental combination is explained in Chapter 5. The moral of these chapters is that our epistemic intuition that mind is not composed of "smaller" minds fails to undermine the possibility that mind is structurally complex. In Chapter 6, I argue that C. Koch and G. Tononi's integrated information theory (IIT) is a form of panpsychism, and that the IIT can serve as a model for solving the combination problem. However, I am not committed to the IIT, and I point out theoretical weaknesses of the IIT besides the combination problem.
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